PREFACE

could devote to it. It is true that my time Vvas in
any case dedicated to it, but the literature is vast,
and there were many aspects of the movement which
claimed my attention. Under these circumstances
I claimed and obtained the loyal assistance of
Mr. W. Leslie Curnow, whose knowledge of the subject
and whose industry have proved to be invaluable.
He has dug assiduously into that vast quarry ; he
has separated out the ore from the rubbish, and in
every way he has been of the greatest assistance, I
had originally expected no more than raw material,
but he has occasionally given me the finished article,
of which I have gladly availed myself, altering it
only to the extent of getting my own personal point
of view. I cannot admit too fully the loyal assistance
which he has given me, and if I have not conjoined
his name with my own upon the title-page it is for
reasons which he understands and in which he

acquiesces.

ARTHUR CONAN DOYLE.
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